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By SAM BAARS AND ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze
It took only two minutes for the JMU University 
Program Board to sell all 544 floor tickets available 
to the student body for the Big Sean spring concert.
By 4 p.m. yesterday, the remaining 3,254 tickets 
had sold out completely.
The last time UPB sold out the spring concert on 
the first day of ticket presales was when Wiz Khalifa 
took the stage in 2011, according to UPB Center Stage 
Director Sarah Gordon.
“It hasn’t happened for a while. It’s pretty shock-
ing that it sold out that fast,” Gordon said. “I think 
it really helped that [Big Sean’s] album hit No. 1 on 
Billboard today. He released that album last week 
and that worked right in our favor.” 
While members of UPB were surprised that tickets 
sold out so quickly, they had anticipated a performer 
from the rap/hip-hop category to be more popular 
than other genres. Though Big Sean wasn’t on the 
initial survey sent out earlier this year, students indi-
cated a higher interest in rap and hip-hop, cluing 
UPB in to a greater opportunity for the concert.
“We started focusing on [rap and hip-hop],” UPB 
Public Relations Director Hannah Summers said. 
“Considering we did a lot of indie rock in the past.” 
She reflects on the  “luck of the draw” that Big Sean 
was going to be in the area at the time of UPB’s Cen-
ter Stage concert. 
UPB’s overall budget for this concert is $80,000, 
but not all of that money goes straight to Big Sean’s 
paycheck. About $30,000 is set aside to pay for stage 
equipment and appearance, police and event staff-
ing and a stipend for the middle agent who’s in direct 
contact with the performer.
The remaining $50,000 is used to pay the head-
liner, opener and any special requests they may have
 see BIG, page 4
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By JULIA NELSON
The Breeze
Imagine desperately focusing all of your 
energy on an academic goal for the first 
half of your college career, only to have 
it ripped out from underneath you when 
you don’t make the cut for admission into 
a particular school or program. 
For many students pursuing majors 
with admissions programs, this can be a 
reality.
“A close friend of mine didn’t get [into 
the Department of Nursing],” Mariellen 
Poynter, a sophomore nursing major, 
said. “It’s hard because it’s something she 
really, really wants, too.”
The great risk of trying to pursue these 
majors begs the question of whether or 
not the admission-based system is effi-
cient. Many students aiming to get into the 
competitive major programs have noticed 
flaws within the process or questioned 
whether or not it’s worth it to pursue a 
goal that could be so easily shattered.
“I personally think they should add 
an interview section to the application 
because [nursing] is a very personable 
job,” Poynter said.
The nursing applications are evaluated 
see MAJORS, page 3
Andrew Carlone, a sophomore Spanish and international business double major, has 
noticed problems within the College of Business’ admissions process.
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By PATRICK MORTIERE
The Breeze 
Matters of money and an alleged plan 
for impeachment. No, this isn’t the latest 
episode of “House of Cards.” These are the 
highlights from the last Student Govern-
ment Association senate meeting. 
On Tuesday evening, tensions were 
high and the mood was solemn in the 
Madison Union ballroom as some SGA 
members discussed among themselves 
supposed plans for an impeachment. 
It’s alleged that Lauren Holder, a senior 
math and communications double major 
and senior class president, is consider-
ing a motion to impeach Aaron Brown, a 
senior public policy and administration 
and political science double major and 
SGA executive treasurer. 
Impeachment was never formally dis-
cussed during the meeting, but when 
see SGA, page 4 
By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze
Ron Curry was the only current Duke on the 
floor on March 11, 2013, as the buzzer sounded 
inside the Richmond Coliseum.  
With 13 seconds left, head coach Matt 
Brady subbed out A.J. Davis, Devon Moore 
and Rayshawn Goins — the trio of seniors 
who ensured JMU’s ticket into the NCAA 
tournament that night with a 70-57 win over 
Northeastern University in the Colonial Athletic 
Association tournament final. 
“I remember it like it was yesterday,” Curry, a 
junior guard, said. “Seeing all that purple on cham-
pionship day, it was crazy. I’m trying to have that 
feeling again.”
That night, Curry was just a freshman caught up 
in a whirlwind of senior success that culminated in 
a historical adventure. Come this Saturday at Balti-
more’s Royal Farms Arena, he’ll be the lone junior 
and most experienced veteran commanding the floor 
for JMU. 
“He’s really taken ownership of this team,” Brady 
said Tuesday morning on the CAA’s league confer-
ence call. “He certainly put himself in a leadership 
position that he had never done previous to January 
this year.” 
On Jan. 14, sitting at 9-8 (2-2 CAA), Brady dismissed
see MBB, page 10
By WAYNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze
A year ago today, JMU women’s basketball polished 
off the regular season with a 37-point win over North-
eastern University. It was the end of a 15-1 showing in 
conference play, with the Colonial Athletic Association 
regular season title clinched a week and a half earlier. 
Fast forward a year, and the Dukes find 
themselves in a similar condition — at least on 
paper. The regular season title was clinched on Friday, 
and the team finished conference play 17-1 and 26-3 
overall after last night’s flashy win over the College 
of Charleston (5-24, 3-15 CAA). The Dukes tied the 
program record for points in a game, beating the 
Cougars 107-58.
But as similar as things may seem, the reality is 
that things are very different for the reigning CAA 
champions as they prepare for next week’s CAA 
tournament. 
“This group is hungry, but they’re not chasing 
something,” head coach Kenny Brooks said after 
practice on Tuesday. “I can’t say we’re defending the cham-
pionship, because this team is totally different. But last year 
we were really chasing something that we hadn’t had in a 
while. So it’s a little bit different mentality.” 
Last year’s CAA championship was the first in three years 
and preceded a trip to the NCAA tournament second round. 
JMU came within just a couple of points of going
 see WBB, page 10
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ACROSS
1 *Onetime owner
of Waldenbooks
6 TiVo predecessor
9 With 74-Across,
what each of the
answers to
starred clues is
14 Ancient Asia
Minor region
15 Mobile setting:
Abbr.
16 __ trot
17 Ocean tracker
18 Listen
20 __ Balls: snacks
21 Hoedown honey
23 1841 French
ballet heroine
24 Minn. winter hrs.
25 Gets into a seat
27 Compete for the
America’s Cup
28 “Gotcha”
29 *Seller of Geoffrey
Bandages
31 Tic __ mints
32 Speck
34 Ryder Cup chant
35 “Lux” composer
36 Austere
38 Halloween
reactions
40 Spare pieces?
43 *Craftsman
company
47 First name in
shipping
50 Chalk holder
54 Price number
55 “Well, lah-di-__!”
56 ESPN Deportes
language
58 Many a Persian
59 Stringed
instrument
61 Big headache
62 “Who Gets the
Last Laugh?”
network
63 Running things
65 Excessively
66 Common flight
path
67 Tom Jones’ last
Top 10 hit
69 Birth-related
71 Let up
72 Up to, in store signs
73 Romantic text
74 With 9-Across,
what the answers
to starred clues
form
75 It may have a
patch
76 Discharge, as
from the RAF
DOWN
1 They catch
busses at
stadiums
2 NASA launch
3 Provide critical
comments on
4 Fjord relative
5 *Bullseye logo
company
6 Depressed
areas
7 Progressive Field
team, on
scoreboards
8 Sounded right
9 Cartoonist
Addams
10 Fine-tunes
11 Took courses at
midnight?
12 Salad bar option
13 SensoTouch 3D
shaver, e.g.
19 Neglect
22 Baseball’s
Moises
26 Rebel org.
30 *Bergdorf
competitor
33 Slip
37 “Way to go!”
39 “Captain Phillips”
setting
41 Orchard unit
42 Take apart
44 Fats Waller
contemporary
45 Border river, to
Mexicans
46 *Costco rival
47 Counsels
48 Shower covering
49 “Fingers
crossed”
51 Campus aides,
for short
52 Trendy
53 Golf Galaxy buy
57 Ex-Soviet leader
Brezhnev
60 Sore sort, maybe
64 Get one’s feet
wet
68 Tinkering letters
70 Pub pint
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NATIONAL NEWS
Court weighs in on 
online sales tax dispute
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Online merchants won an 
important technical victory at the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday, empowering them to challenge state 
sales tax reporting requirements in federal court.
Rejecting the pleas of two dozen states, the 
court unanimously sided with online companies 
that favor federal court as the place to dispute 
state tax laws. The decision foreshadows future 
legal fights relating to the taxation of increasingly 
popular Internet-based sales.
“Although online businesses may not have a 
physical presence in some states, the Web has, in 
many ways, brought the average American closer 
to most major retailers,” Justice Anthony Kennedy 
noted, adding that “a connection to a shopper’s 
favorite store is a click away.”
States have been vexed by difficulty collect-
ing sales taxes from Internet commerce. California 
has estimated that it is only able to collect about 4 
percent of the taxes due on sales from out-of-state 
businesses purveying goods via the Web.
Netanyahu speaks to 
US Congress about Iran
McClatchy Washingtn Bureau
WASHINGTON — Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu implored Congress on Tuesday 
to reject a nuclear deal currently being negoti-
ated with Iran, calling it a threat to the survival 
of Israel and its people.
Speaking at a joint session of Congress with 
the politically charged atmosphere of a State of 
the Union address, Netanyahu told members of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate that 
he had nothing but respect for President Barack 
Obama, but then he proceeded to blast the yet-
to-be-done nuclear deal that the administration 
and five other nations are negotiating with Iran.
“This deal won’t be a farewell to arms,” Netan-
yahu said. “It would be a farewell to arms control. 
And the Middle East would soon be crisscrossed 
by nuclear tripwires. A region where small skir-
mishes can trigger big wars would turn into a 
nuclear tinderbox.”
Obama, who didn’t watch the speech, dis-
missed Netanyahu’s remarks as “nothing new.” 
Justice Department 
finds racism in Ferguson 
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — A law enforcement official 
familiar with the wide-ranging Justice Depart-
ment investigation prompted by the shooting 
of unarmed teenager Michael Brown gave new 
details of the pattern of discriminatory and trou-
bling behavior that he said the probe had found at 
the Ferguson Police Department in Missouri.
Citing hundreds of interviews and scrutiny of 
more than 35,000 documents, the official said 
investigators had found systemic racial bias in 
Ferguson’s court and law enforcement practices. 
The report may be issued as early as Wednesday.
The official, who spoke only on the condition 
of anonymity Tuesday because the report wasn’t 
yet public, said investigators had found that Afri-
can-Americans in Ferguson are far more likely to 
be penalized than white residents. African-Ameri-
cans, for instance, are 68 percent less likely to have 
their charges dismissed in municipal court and are 
significantly more likely to be charged with petty 
offenses such as walking in the roadway.
Snowden won’t return 
to US without fair trial
Los Angeles Times
MOSCOW — Edward Snowden’s lawyer on 
Wednesday sought to tamp down speculation that 
the fugitive whistle-blower could soon return to 
the United States.
Anatoly Kucherena told a news conference 
Tuesday that his client wants to go home and has 
teamed up with U.S. and German lawyers to work 
on the issue.
“Some reporters must have misinterpreted what 
I said during my press conference and jumped to 
the wrong conclusion that my client was about to 
go home already,” Kucherena told the Los Angeles 
Times in Moscow. “This is not happening until the 
U.S. government stops politicizing Edward’s case 
and offers him a fair and unbiased trial.”
The 31-year-old former National Security Agency 
contractor, who is wanted on U.S. charges of theft 
and espionage, has been living in Russia since he 
fled there in 2013 and was granted asylum.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
Indian officials block 
rape documentary
Los Angeles Times
MUMBAI, India — The Indian govern-
ment obtained a court order Wednesday 
against airing a documentary in which one 
of the men convicted in a shocking 2012 
gang-rape blamed his victim, which has 
provoked fresh outrage across the country.
Rajnath Singh, India’s minister for home 
affairs, said the documentary produced by 
a BBC television crew would not air this 
weekend on Indian television as sched-
uled, and he summoned the head of the 
jail where the interview was conducted for 
an investigation.
The comments “are highly deroga-
tory and are an affront to the dignity of 
women,” Singh told a raucous session of 
India’s upper house of parliament. The 
film would not be screened until it was 
approved by authorities, who must review 
the entire unedited video of the interview 
with the convicted rapist, he said.
The government “will not allow any 
attempts by any individual, group or 
organization to leverage such unfortunate 
incidents for commercial benefit,” Singh 
said. “The respect and dignity of women 
constitute a core value of our culture and 
traditions.”
The response was criticized by Indian 
activists and some lawmakers, who said 
authorities seemed more troubled by the 
production of the documentary than by 
the incident that led to it.
Airstrikes damage 
money-hungry ISIL
McClatchy Foreign Staff
IRBIL, Iraq — ISIL might be the best-
funded radical Islamist group in history, 
but the coalition air campaign that’s tar-
geting its oil-refining operations and 
military assets has begun to damage its 
ability to earn.
And by denying the group additional 
territorial expansion, the airstrikes have 
limited the opportunities for it to profit 
from capturing new infrastructure and 
banks, according to a recent report by 
a money-laundering watchdog group, 
as well as U.S. officials and residents of 
Islamic State territory.
ISIL, a self-styled modern caliphate that 
controls much of northern and western 
Iraq and eastern Syria, turned itself into 
perhaps the richest and best-equipped 
military non-state actor last June after 
seizing tremendous amounts of money 
and equipment from the Iraqi govern-
ment as it swept through Mosul and to 
the western and northern outskirts of 
Baghdad while the Iraqi army collapsed.
ISIL is thought to have at least 30,000 
combatants and 5 million to 6 million 
people under its control, leaving a huge 
economy to be taxed and extorted.
ISIL also seized thousands of armored 
vehicles and thousands of tons of military 
equipment, much of it modern weaponry 
supplied to Iraq by the United States, in 
the rout last June. 
Iraqi assault begins 
to retake Tikrit
McClatchy Foreign Staff
IRBIL, Iraq — More than 25,000 Iraqi 
troops and militia fighters began a long-
awaited operation Monday to retake the 
central Iraqi city of Tikrit, Saddam Husse-
in’s hometown, from ISIL in what many see 
as a test of the central government’s abili-
ty to retake and hold much of the territory 
lost to the militant group last summer.
The operation was announced Mon-
day morning by Iraqi state television and 
came just one day after Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Haider al-Abadi warned the restive 
Sunni tribes of central Iraq, many of which 
have sided with the proto-caliphate, that 
this was their last chance to rejoin the Iraqi 
central government.
Although the Iraqi army and its Iranian-
trained and -equipped Shiite militia allies 
have attempted to capture Tikrit in the 
past, only to suffer embarrassing defeats 
at the hands of the well-equipped and dis-
ciplined ISIL fighters, Monday’s operation 
appeared to be the most serious attempt 
yet, as tens of thousands of troops, mili-
tias and even a handful of local Sunni 
tribesmen encircled the city from four 
sides and began pushing into its center 
behind a heavy wave of artillery, rocket 
and airplane bombardment.
Capt. Ahmed Hilal al Jubouri said that 
overnight the Iraqi air force had hit more 
than 30 ISIL targets after a day of artillery 
and rocket fire pounded the city.
China set to produce 
own version of ‘SNL’
Los Angeles Times
BEIJING — It’s hard to imagine a Chi-
nese version of “Saturday Night Live” 
— could mainland censors really abide 
sharp satires of President Xi Jinping or pri-
vate-parts-in-a-box jokes? Nevertheless, 
online video portal Sohu.com is going 
to make a go of it by producing its own 
Mandarin-language version of the late-
night NBC show.
Sohu carries the American version of 
“SNL,” but the show lags behind many 
other American programs in popularity, 
perhaps because the comedy is so cultur-
ally specific. Localized versions of the “SNL” 
format have been made in Italy, Spain, 
Japan, South Korea, Brazil and Russia.
Sohu announced plans Tuesday to 
adapt the format for mainland China, 
working with Lorne Michaels’ Broadway 
Video Entertainment, which handles 
licensing for “SNL.” The portal said it would 
be recruiting comedians and writers in 
China, but would have “consultants” from 
the original “SNL” team.
Producers have yet to decide whether 
the show will be taped or streamed live, 
and whether it will be 90 minutes like the 
American version, or shorter. The Chinese 
version of “SNL” is expected to debut late 
this year or early in 2016, Sohu said.
Compiled from Tribune News 
Service. 
By William mason
The Breeze
Blatant racism, corruption and sheer 
poverty were three things JMU honors stu-
dents witnessed when they took a spring 
break trip to the Dominican Republic. Yet, 
they’re counting the days until they get to 
go back.
Ten JMU students ventured to the 
Dominican Republic as part of an honors 
seminar requirement. The students, all 
women, went to learn about the culture 
but gained several life lessons and a deep-
er appreciation of their own lives.
“These kids we worked with want to be 
in school so much and they don’t have a 
lot of opportunity, they might not even get 
to go to high school,” junior communica-
tions studies major Lindsay Wright said. 
“It’s interesting to sort of shift our mind-
sets because I’m complaining all the time 
because ‘I have to do this, this and this,’ 
but it’s really ‘I get to do this, this and this.’”
When the students’ host family asked 
the group if they would be interested 
in helping build a school on their land, 
almost the entire group agreed, nine out 
of 10. These nine women added two men 
to their crew, according to junior health 
sciences major Rylie Power.
The plan will require an estimated 
$25,000 for the construction of the 
schoolhouse, which will take place in 
several trips if the group gets its wish of 
making this a long-term project for the 
honors program. The group, according 
to Power, has set a modest goal for the 
upcoming trip: constructing a founda-
tion, four walls and a roof.
So far, the group has raised about 
$6,000 of its $8,000 goal through a combi-
nation of online fundraising tools. Ucare.
com, funds from the honors program and 
the JMU Office of International Programs, 
a clothing drive and cleanup for the JMU 
Convocation Center after events.
The trip, which will take place from 
May 15 to 24, will see the nine veterans 
of the last trip, plus two others, return 
to the country that opened their eyes to 
circumstances unlike anything they were 
previously familiar with.
“To get to the school we were working 
at we would drive through residential 
areas and you see the places where these 
kids at the schools we were at live,” Wright 
said. “They’re small … a lot of trash, 
not necessarily sanitary or safe living 
conditions”
Combined with the poverty seen on 
some schoolhouses that consisted of
see trip, page 4
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A foundation for learning
JMU students will return to the Dominican Republic to help with the construction of a school
courtesY of rYlie power
Children from the Dominican Republic pose with a volunteer. JMU Honors students are trying to 
raise $25,000 for the construction of a new schoolhouse and are accepting online donations. 
from front
on a point system, in which students earn a 
maximum of 20 points based on their perfor-
mance in designated classes. Much like a GPA 
calculation, A’s earn four points, B’s earn three 
points and so on. The more points, the better 
the students’ chances of getting accepted are. 
The only other component is a 250-word essay 
which is considered only if the applicant hap-
pens to be tied with another individual with the 
same score. Nursing majors must also have a 
3.0 GPA and completed 36 credit hours in order 
to apply.
“This is my career, my future, and I have to put 
that into 250 words?” Poynter said.
Poynter has already benefitted from shad-
owing experience in a children’s hospital and 
feels that the nursing department should have a 
means of knowing what other applicants’ quali-
fications are besides a numeric grading system. 
Although she did get accepted, she has seen 
her peers get denied from the program when 
they had experience that could have made them 
more qualified than other students who got in 
simply because they had a higher score.
“I also think they should put an experience 
section,” Poynter said. “The only place you can 
put that is in the essay.”
Andrew Carlone, a sophomore Spanish and 
international business (a program within the 
College of Business) double major, has also 
noticed problems within COB’s admission pro-
cess. He’s considering switching to philosophy 
and physics because he feels the process is only 
slowing him down in his business ambitions.
“Most of the entrepreneurs I know who are 
truly talented are not business majors,” Carlone 
said. “It’s really more about how you think.”
Carlone, 20, has already co-founded Jobly, a 
service where employers can send job listings 
to universities through a database of over 2,500 
colleges. He also recently founded MadX Labs 
Accelerator, run in Wilson Hall, where students 
and professors can meet with mentors and dis-
cuss the viability of their business ideas and 
help get them started. 
“You can’t learn business through a text-
book,” Carlone said. “You just have to do it. Even 
if I couldn’t get into the [JMU] College of Busi-
ness, I could leverage my credibility.”
Being a student in the COB requires an appli-
cation process to be permitted to take COB 300 
A or B. Students usually apply during the spring 
semester of their sophomore year and find out 
if they’ve been approved during the summer 
before junior year. In order to be accepted into 
the college and take COB 300, students must 
have junior standing of at least 56 credit hours 
and also hold a 2.7 GPA in the 10 prerequisite 
business courses required before even being 
considered for the major. 
This means that if students are shy of the GPA 
requirement come their sophomore year, they 
are forced to either delay the process of apply-
ing and risk not  graduating on time, or to pick 
a different major.
The complexity of the requirements for 
admission-based majors allow for a lot of confu-
sion among students. Advisers are an important 
part of the process for students to keep them-
selves headed in the right direction.
“We don’t want to have students spending 
money to apply to our program if they don’t 
meet the admission requirements,” Amanda 
Reedy, an academic adviser for the School of 
Accounting in the COB, said. “We don’t want 
them running into those walls that can be very 
frustrating. Our students are young and they’re 
making huge decisions that are going to impact 
the rest of their lives.”
Reedy became an academic adviser three 
years ago. She has seen a lot of students excel 
and reach their goals, but also has had to have 
many uncomfortable conversations with stu-
dents who aren’t headed in the right direction 
to get into the program. 
“If they find they’re in a situation where 
they’re not going to meet the 2.0 [GPA] require-
ment to graduate, that’s when we’ll reach out to 
students and find out if they’re interested in a 
different major,” Reedy said. “I’m here to help 
them with questions as far as how they can go 
about getting a tutor and we also work together 
to develop academic plans.”
Although it’s hard for Reedy to see students 
struggling with whether or not they’re in the 
right major or even at the right university, the 
number of success stories is the rewarding part.
“To see a student come back and be able to 
rebound from that and just improve their aca-
demic performance,” Reedy said. “That is the 
best part of my job.”
Although competitive majors can have a 
profound effect on the college experience, 
determined students continue to adjust their 
plans accordingly.  
“It’s worth it in the long run,” Poynter said. 
“That’s what I’m telling myself.”
contact Julia Nelson at 
nelso2je@dukes.jmu.edu.
major | college of Business requirements prompt some to switch majors
By alyssa millEr
The Breeze
Already a center of excellence, the JMU Honors Program is a place 
for highly motivated students to participate in smaller, specialized 
classes and projects, as well as gain a sense of community. How-
ever, this program will undergo significant change within the next 
several years. 
The current honors program, based in Hillcrest House, has begun 
to transition from being just a program to forming its own college, 
with a goal of completion by the 2016-17 school year.
This new college will be called Madison Honors College, and its 
budget will be determined as the college continues to take shape.
“In the last 10 years or so, many programs at universities have 
made this transition, and so it has seemed like a good time to con-
sider the move,” said Linda Halpern, professor of art history and 
vice provost for university programs.  
According to Philip Frana, interim director of the honors pro-
gram, one of the main differences between the program and college 
will be the increased ability to “attract resources for students with 
high-achieving dreams.” These resources include everything from 
increased opportunities for honors lectures, scholarships, fellow-
ships and support for internships and study abroad programs. The 
increased level of resources could also help to make JMU more 
appealing to prospective students and faculty.
In addition to providing the school with more resources, Frana 
said that an honors college would also serve to recruit students and 
provide more opportunities for a new developmental curriculum. 
Additionally, an honors college would have more independence 
and would be less subject to departmental guidelines, according to 
junior international affairs major Viktor Hammarin, a member of 
the JMU Student Honors Advisory Council. 
“As an honors college, we get our own dean … we’ll have our own 
guidelines that are much more enforced … we’ll have faculty mem-
bers that are exclusively honors, because right now we usually have 
faculty members — with the exception of the director — who are 
part of other departments,” Hammarin said. 
Unlike a regular academic college, an honors college doesn’t 
have any specific majors or minors. 
Instead, while the faculty will serve the 
honors college exclusively, the college 
itself would be available for students in 
every major.
“When people hear the word col-
lege, what they think of is a college 
with majors and departments … it 
wouldn’t be like that,” Frana said. “It 
would be a college to serve the other 
colleges at JMU and to serve students 
in all the other majors.” 
The honors program is already 
achieving this goal in many ways. 
“We tend to be very interdisciplin-
ary, or very multidisciplinary, because 
we’ve got students in our classes from 
all the different majors, which is really 
important to us,” Frana said. “We try 
to give more personal attention to stu-
dents, to really encourage smaller class 
sizes so that faculty and students can 
really get to know one another.”
The decision to create an hon-
ors college at JMU is one that has 
been under serious consideration for 
the past couple years, according to 
Halpern. 
In fact, establishing the Madison 
Honors College is the first “Major Ini-
tiative” listed in The Madison Plan, JMU’s strategic plan for the 
2014-2020 school years. The addition of faculty members with hon-
ors college experience to the honors program has also helped to 
generate discussion about making the transition.
One such example is Jared Diener, an honors academic adviser, 
who has been working for about two years in JMU’s honors pro-
gram. Prior to his arrival, Diener worked as an academic adviser at 
the University of Texas at Austin, where he assisted many students 
involved in one of the school’s departmental honors programs. 
“An honors college can be a catalyst for really enhancing the 
collegiate experience of students, providing significant opportu-
nities to transform and grow,” Diener said. “While we don’t know 
yet what shape the honors college at JMU will take — and what 
exactly these significant opportunities might be — I would expect 
enhanced faculty interaction, engagement and mentorship to be 
a significant part of that.”
Frana, who began working in the honors program around the 
same time as Diener, also has previous experience working in the 
Schedler Honors College at the University of Central Arkansas.
“I think they’re putting the pieces in place here that are going 
to help them build this honors college that we all want to see in a 
couple of years,” Frana said. 
An honors college must be approved both internally by JMU and 
externally by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, 
according to Halpern. 
Additionally, a large part of the details for the transition can’t 
be made until a permanent director is hired. This director would 
become dean of the honors college and is needed to make deci-
sions about the direction the college would move in and how it 
would reflect JMU’s mission and goals. 
“We’re basically down an administrator this year,” Diener said. 
The new director, according to Halpern, would be one “who has 
broad understanding of national trends in honors and who has 
significant experience in developing academic programs.”
As a member of the development committee, Hammarin has 
been a part of the process of choosing a new director. 
“Right now it’s between four different applicants,” Hammarin 
said. “I’ve met and talked to each of them, asked some questions 
about the program, asked them where they think they can take the 
program … we’re expecting a decision in a couple weeks.” 
Although this process has been years in the making, the pro-
gram’s vision for Madison Honors College is beginning to come 
together. 
“We’re all getting together and talking about how to build the 
best honors college. We’re in the middle of that conversation,” 
Frana said. “I don’t know exactly how it’s going to come together, 
which is really cool … We’re so excited about this because in so 
many places, it’s either never going to happen, or it’s already been 
done. And I don’t think that’s as much fun as being in the middle 
of that transition. It’s exciting.”
contact Alyssa Miller at mille7aa@dukes.jmu.edu.
In a league 
of their own
loreN proBish / the Breeze
The Hillcrest House is adjacent to Carrier Library and is home to the JMU Honors Program, which 
will become the Madison Honors College — a major initiative in the 2014-2020 Madison Plan. 
Madison honors college to become 
honors program by 2016-17 school year
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from front
(i.e. anything from dinner plans to 
requested number of towels).
In previous years, UPB hosted a 
campout for students who wanted 
to hold their place in line, overnight, 
before tickets went on presale. Even 
doing so, center stage’s Juicy J con-
cert never sold out and Macklemore 
and Ryan Lewis’ gig sold out the day 
of the show.
 This year, though UPB saw an 
increase in student interest, all tickets 
were sold online.
 “It’s really hard on UPB to work [the 
campout],” Gordon said, “To stay up 
all night, especially when it’s this cold. 
No one wants to stay up all night.”
 Eighty tickets were reserved exclu-
sively for UPB members. These tickets 
are in the 100 section, the row of seats 
closest to the stage, only separated by 
the pit and floor seating.
 For the rest of the student body, 
the presale began on jmutickets.com 
at 9 a.m. Many students immediately 
posted complaints about flaws in the 
system on the UPB Facebook page.
 “I would say probably 99 percent 
of the problems today were human 
error,” Gordon said. “JMU ticketing is 
amazing.”
 Sabine Koyomji, a senior photog-
raphy major, is a graphic design intern 
for Glow, a club in Washington, D.C. 
She has worked with the web devel-
oper who manages online ticket sales 
for Glow.
 This morning, Koyomji waited for 
15 minutes before presale began with 
a ticket in her shopping cart when the 
website started to fail, due to heavy 
traffic.
 “There was a lack of clarity from 
the get-go,” Koyomji said. Despite 
refreshing the page several times, her 
purchase still failed to go through.
 “The website was really acting up 
and if the JMU ticket website can’t 
handle that, they shouldn’t make the 
online option,” Koyomji said.
No tickets will go on sale for the 
public on March 11, as originally 
intended.
“[Tickets are] for the students of 
JMU,” Gordon said. “We would never 
hold out a couple hundred tickets for 
the public when a bunch of students 
want those tickets.”
 After switching her attention to 
assigned student seating when pit 
tickets sold out, Koyomji still faced 
trouble, as many pop-up windows 
formed on her screen with each 
attempt. She eventually gave up.
 “The customers who go on the web-
site first [should] get priority,” Koyomji 
said. “That’s just how it works.”
 For students who were able to snag 
a ticket, Big Sean will be performing 
April 2 at 8 p.m. at the JMU Convoca-
tion Center. Doors open at 7 p.m.
coNtact Sam Baars and Robyn 
Smith at breezenews@gmail.com.
trip | Students see Haitian discrimination
from page 3
nothing more than one room, which usually lacked walls — 
they were nothing more than roofs held up by four poles.
While the conditions for the children within the schools 
were not ideal, the conditions for those outside were 
worse.
The visiting JMU students experienced the Haitian dis-
crimination that exists in the Dominican Republic which 
stems from a 2007 law titled “Proposition 12.” Accord-
ing to the Human Trafficking Center the law effectively 
eliminates birthright citizenship of people born in the 
Dominican Republic of Haitian descent.
“Its discrimination permeated from the legal system 
and that manifests in to Haitian migrants and Domini-
cans of Haitian decent not being able to hold jobs, go to 
school — they won’t seek medical treatment,” Power said.
Power and her fellow Dukes witnessed this discrimi-
nation firsthand in the schools they visited, as they saw 
children of Haitian descent being denied access to edu-
cation. However, the discrimination under the law didn’t 
end there, as the girls recalled hearing stories of Haitians 
being stripped of their citizenship by government employ-
ees because of their heritage and even their looks. 
Migrant workers have faced a barrage of police brutality 
and many of these immigrants are not being offered basic 
treatment when seeking medical care.
“We heard a story about a woman who was going into 
labor and she went to the hospital, the doctors refused 
to help her,” Power said. They left her in the corner of the 
waiting room and let her have her baby.”
Something that resonated with junior math major Liz 
Williams was the disparity that existed in the country, in 
places as close as 15 minutes apart.
“We would spend the day in the schools — the low-
income schools — stuff like that, and then at night [our 
professor] would take us to this nice four-story mall,” Wil-
liams said. 
Seeing the disparity and lack of education available 
to girls, especially those of Haitian descent, made the 
girls want to help find a way to make education more 
accessible. 
“We think our lives are really hard and we think we 
have a lot of stuff to worry about, but when you realize 
the way other people live — it sounds kind of cliché — 
but you realize how much you take for granted. Just the 
resources we have here — it’s really amazing,” Wright said.
coNtact William Mason at 
mason3wj@dukes.jmu.edu.
courteSy of rylie Power
A young schoolgirl from the Dominican Republic holds up 
her hands after playing in the sand and dirt.
sga | Amendment to cut Madison equality funding rejected in senate vote
from front
Holder was asked afterward for a statement on 
the matter, and whether she would follow through 
with a motion to impeach for next meeting, but 
she declined to comment. She was contacted later 
on to give her opinion on the statement, and again 
declined to comment.
Brown had heard that he’s being considered for 
impeachment and believes that the matter stems 
from personal issues unrelated to his job per-
formance. In years past, Brown claims that SGA 
treasurers were less active, and the position was 
more of a stepping stone to more prestigious seats, 
such as vice president or president. 
“I’ve been a very active treasurer, been very 
hands-on,” Brown said. “You know, a lot of people 
aren’t used to that, and I think that’s the primary 
reason why the senior class council, I’ve heard, 
wants to impeach.” 
Within the SGA the person calling for impeach-
ment must make an argument for why the 
individual should be pulled from office. A motion 
to investigate for impeachment must carry a 
majority vote from the student senate, which con-
sists of more than 50 members.
From there, the case goes to sophomore inter-
national affairs major Matthew Mueller, SGA 
parliamentarian, who’s joined by a council to 
investigate evidence of neglect or abuse within the 
position. An impeachment trial is then held by the 
student senate, and if the elected official is found 
guilty, he or she is then removed from office. 
“I’m very aware of how I’ve done my job this 
year and moving forward,” Brown said. “It’s the 
end of the year. For this whole process to happen 
— by the time it would be up to vote, it would be 
like the last week of school.”
Tuesday’s session focused largely on the con-
sideration and approval of organization budgets 
for the 2016 fiscal year. Every year, student orga-
nizations such as the University Program Board, 
Madison Equality and Student Ambassadors must 
request funds from SGA in order to operate. 
Members of SGA look through the budgets of 
nine organizations to ensure the money is going to 
good use. If they believe funds are being mishan-
dled or improperly allocated, they may propose 
amendments to the organization’s budget. This 
doesn’t change the way organizations use their 
money. Instead, SGA can only remove or add 
money to an organization’s budget. 
Junior political science major Josh Humphries 
did just that — combing through the line items 
of Madison Equality’s budget and proposing an 
amendment to cut $4,000 from their “educational 
speakers/workshops” portion.
“There’s a distinction being made between per-
formers and speakers,” Humphries said. “I think 
that the designation between performers and 
speakers is one that warrants a question from us, 
and whether that is truly educational spending.” 
Humphries met with Paula Lam, the associate 
director of University Unions, and Gail May, a fis-
cal technician for University Unions, because he 
was under the impression that spending roughly 
$12,000, or over half of Madison Equality’s oper-
ating budget, on speakers was a bit unusual. 
Afterward, SGA reached out to Madison Equal-
ity to discuss the amendment before it would be 
voted on. Five minutes of debate was granted on 
the amendment before putting it to a vote, and 
Sarah Hogg, a senior anthropology major and 
educational coordinator for Madison Equality, 
was yielded the floor during the debate to give 
her defense for why the money shouldn’t be cut. 
“These speakers and performers are out, 
queer folks living their lives in the face of 
oppression, and are extremely inspirational for 
queer students,” Hogg said. “Taking $4,000 away 
from the only student-led LGBTQ organization 
on our campus will be very damaging for the 
queer students that it serves. Those queer stu-
dents rely on these educational experiences to 
help craft an understanding of their own per-
sonal identities.” 
The amendment was put to a vocal vote 
and while there was some audible support for 
the amendment among a few members, the 
proposal was rejected and Madison Equal-
ity was permitted to keep the $4,000. Shortly 
after, SGA voted to approve Madison Equal-
ity’s budget in full through a voice vote.
coNtact Patrick Mortiere at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
big | tickets sold online
I’m glad to see that the NFL is still 
dropping the ball when it comes to Ray 
Rice and domestic abuse.
The former Baltimore Ravens run-
ning back was suspended indefinitely in 
September after a video surfaced of him 
assaulting his then-fiancee. This punish-
ment came after an original suspension 
of just two games, with NFL Commission-
er Roger Goodell claiming he had no idea 
this tape existed.
While it’s bad enough that it took everyone actually see-
ing Rice knock out his fiancee for the Ravens to cut him, 
his ban was eventually lifted when 
he appealed and was granted 
reinstatement.
Until Tuesday, details 
of this appeal and Rice’s 
wrongful termination 
grievance were unclear. 
Now, it  has become 
public knowledge that 
the Ravens reached an 
agreement of a $1.58 mil-
lion settlement.
He got off easy. 
With a lack of direct 
legal or financial 
consequence 
and a quick turnaround of his “indefinite suspension,” he 
should be counting his lucky stars.
This payout is essentially rewarding Rice for what he’s 
done and setting a precedence that not only is it OK to 
behave this way, but that no matter what these athletes do, 
the NFL will have their backs. 
What kind of example is that really setting?
It’s almost as if this meeting ended with the words, “We’re 
sorry you punched your wife, here’s nearly 50 percent of your 
salary even though you didn’t play.”
I don’t care that Rice still hasn’t been picked up by another 
team or that he supposedly feels bad for what he’s done. The 
fact that he’s essentially getting off scot-free is case in point 
that no one is actually looking at the bigger picture here.
Yes, Rice is a great player and him not being on the field is 
a loss to more people than just him. But these athletes need 
to be held to appropriate standards and shouldn’t be bailed 
out anytime they make a mistake because they’re making 
money for an organization. 
If anything, those in the public eye should be held to high-
er standards because they’re setting an example.
The NFL went back and forth about how to handle this 
situation and inevitably gave in when there was less pres-
sure from the media and the public. Because of this, Rice 
is currently winning in losing, showing that it doesn’t really 
matter what you do as long as you catch a pass and make 
money for your team.  
Ashleigh Balsamo is a junior media arts and design 
major. Contact Ashleigh at balsamap@dukes.jmu.edu.
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BRING THE PAIN (OR THE PLEASURE)
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org and on our Facebook.
A “slow-down” dart to students who 
speed through the parking decks. You 
aren’t going to get a space any quicker and 
you make it more dangerous!
From someone who fears for my life 
when parking in the decks.
A “that-was-a-dick-move” dart to the 
guy who chased a Quad Cat away from its 
warm vent. 
From a “catty” junior who was raised 
better than picking on something less than 
a fifth of her size.
A “thank-you” pat to the wonderful 
housekeepers in Carrier who keep our library 
clean. It’s amazing how many people don’t 
know how to throw trash away or push their 
chairs in! But you follow behind and make 
it beautiful once again. You deserve much 
more than what you are being paid!
From someone who appreciates the care 
and hard work you do.
An “our-mirrors-were-one-inch-apart” 
dart to the person who parked beside me in 
D-lot. 
From someone who couldn’t get in between 
the cars, and opening the driver’s door was 
impossible.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
ASHLEIGH BALSAMO |  sophisticated sass
A-RICE-STED FOR NOTHING
Ray Rice doesn’t deserve money in settlement of his wrongful termination grievance
ROBYN SMITH |    
a spoonful of sugar
I’m standing 
at the top of the 
stairs  looking 
d o w n  a t  m y 
mother, who has 
locked her eyes 
on mine because 
I’m most likely 
the only thing 
she can see. Half 
of her face is drooping and the other 
half is panicked. I’ve never seen her 
like this before. My instinct tells me 
to call 911 but I’m unsure of what to 
do because I’ve never done it before.
My mother had a stroke. She was 
in the hospital for a week and had to 
relearn not only how to talk, but also 
how to form sentences in her mind 
that make sense — sentences she felt 
comfortable saying out loud. Even 
now, a year later, she still struggles 
to find the perfect word to fit the sen-
tence. Words like “Thanksgiving,” or 
my name, are particularly challenging 
to remember. It’s not that she doesn’t 
know them, it’s that she has trouble 
recalling them right away.
Her stroke made me realize that the 
people you depend on don’t last for-
ever. No matter how much you love 
them, one day they’ll need you the 
way you need them.
If you’re like me and you grew up 
with parents who dedicated every sin-
gle weekend to family bonding time, 
trapping you in an inescapable, never-
ending series of trips to the mall, you 
tend to view them a little differently. 
I used to see my mom as this python 
who would never unwrap herself from 
my social-lifeless body because she 
loved me too much to let me breathe. 
I was annoyed by it but I also depend-
ed on it because I had never known 
anything else. That embrace was warm 
and secure, even if it was a little snug.
I thought I would be trapped under 
her love forever. Now, I know how stu-
pid that was.
Everyone dies. To some, this is a 
comforting thought. It keeps others 
up at night. This used to comfort me 
because whenever I heard it I — like 
many of you, probably — only applied 
it to myself. One day, I’ll die. Now it 
keeps me up because I think of other 
people, people I have no idea how to 
live without, who will die. One day, my 
mother will die, but she needs me to 
take care of her first.
We can’t depend on our parents for-
ever because one day they’ll depend 
on us. They’ll need us to do everything 
for them. It’ll suck. It’ll be weird to see 
these people who taught us everything 
we know all of a sudden struggle to 
remember who we are, because we 
could never forget them.
I remember exactly how to get 
to my mother’s old hospital room. 
see LOSS, page 6
Nothing 
lasts 
forever
Those we depend on will 
eventually depend on us
SARAH HOGG |  guest columnist
Abortion providers deserve respect
March is Women’s History 
Month, a time when we can cele-
brate and honor women in history 
who have contributed to society in 
meaningful and revolutionary ways. 
This is also a time when we can 
pay homage to women who paved 
the way for the women’s equality 
movement and recognize those 
women who are currently doing 
wonderful work to further feminist 
goals in our contemporary world. 
People of all genders can draw 
strength from the awe-inspiring 
women who came before us and 
use this month as a time of reflec-
tion about how far the women’s 
equality movement has come and 
where we as women are going next. 
While Women’s History Month 
is widely known and appreciat-
ed, there is a certain day in March 
that’s often forgotten but is also 
extremely important — the Nation-
al Day of Appreciation for Abortion 
Providers.
The National Day of Apprecia-
tion for Abortion Providers has 
been observed annually on March 
10 since 1996. It’s the anniversary of 
Dr. David Gunn’s death in 1993, the 
first abortion provider to be mur-
dered by anti-abortion extremists. 
Since 1993, the vio-
lence has only become 
worse — on May 31, 
2009, abortion provider 
Dr. David Tiller was mur-
dered. This is perhaps 
the most well-known 
case of anti-abortion 
violence in history. Fur-
thermore, clinics around 
the nation are relent-
lessly threatened and 
antagonized by anti-
abortion protestors — a 
form of violence in itself. 
It’s not uncommon 
for abortion-providing 
staff at women’s health 
centers to go through 
intense training on what 
to do if a bomb threat is 
called in or if a gunman 
enters the clinic. 
When I interned at my local 
Planned Parenthood, the staff and 
I were trained to check under our 
cars for explosives when we left 
work for the day. Doctors, nurses, 
clinic staff, escorts and volunteers 
are under constant threat — anyone 
who plays a cru-
cial role in abortion 
access can poten-
tially be affected 
by anti-abortion 
violence.
The National Day 
of Appreciation for 
Abortion Providers 
honors the bravery 
of abortion providers 
and recognizes the 
necessary and cou-
rageous work they 
do every single day. 
Showing appre-
ciation for abortion 
providers ties in 
perfectly with Wom-
en’s History Month. 
While doctors, nurs-
es and all other clinic 
staff can be of any 
gender, protecting abortion access 
and providing abortions themselves 
inherently helps advance women’s 
equality. 
Pro-abortion rights activists and 
advocates work tirelessly everyday 
so that women can seek abortion 
access (and all other types of repro-
ductive health care) in safe and 
legal ways, and the doctors provid-
ing those abortions are true heroes.
Reproductive freedom is a fun-
damental part of feminism and the 
women’s equality movement. We 
can’t forget it when celebrating and 
honoring Women’s History Month. 
We must remember what life was 
like before Roe v. Wade and pay 
homage to the doctors and activists 
who made abortion possible before 
1973 while also working to prevent 
any future anti-abortion attacks. 
This Women’s History Month, 
consider taking time out of your day 
on March 10 to honor abortion pro-
viders by writing a letter, composing 
a tweet or engaging in many of the 
online campaigns held by pro-abor-
tion rights organizations across the 
country. 
Sarah Hogg is a senior 
anthropology major. Contact 
Sarah at hoggse@dukes.jmu.
When I 
interned at my 
local Planned 
Parenthood, 
the staff and 
I were trained 
to check under 
our cars for 
explosives 
when we 
left work for 
the day.
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Former 
Baltimore 
Ravens running 
back Ray Rice 
was arrested 
in February 
2014 on assault 
charges.
As an avid 
news read-
er, I think it's 
important to 
keep up with 
current events. 
Like everyone, 
I  h a v e  m y 
favorite news 
anchors and outlets, but I'm the 
type who tends to venture out and 
read new publications. However, 
I've never suspected that what I've 
been told is false. 
Last month, the news world was 
rocked by two scandals. On Feb. 
15, NBC announced that “NBC 
Nightly News” anchor Brian Wil-
liams would be suspended for six 
months without pay. This came out 
after he admitted he wasn’t on a 
helicopter that was shot down by 
a rocket-propelled grenade and 
involved in a small arms fire as 
he was reporting on the Iraq war 
in 2003. 
Only a week later, Fox News 
journalist Bill O’Reilly of “The 
O’Reilly Factor” was accused of 
lying about reporting in a war 
zone in Argentina during the Falk-
lands War in 1982.
Now, I haven’t taken sides 
over whether or not Williams 
or O’Reilly are in fact guilty in 
regard to their accusations. I find 
them both to be credible journal-
ists in their own way. But my main 
worry right now is not the issue of 
credibility. 
Of course, I like to know that 
journalists are telling me all of the 
facts, but the timing of O’Reilly’s 
accusation only a few days after 
Williams doesn’t sit well with me.
It just seems to be a little too 
much of a coincidence that 
O’Reilly’s accusations came only a 
mere week after Williams, anoth-
er well-known journalist. It makes 
me wonder if there’s now going to 
be a “witch hunt” situation when 
it comes to journalist’s reporting 
because of Williams. 
To me, this situation is almost 
an invitation for those who may 
not like certain journalists to 
attempt to dig up dirt about them 
in order to cause another Wil-
liams-type scandal.
Since some have come for-
ward with accusations about 
two prominent journalists, then 
what’s going to stop others from 
following suit? While Williams 
has admitted his fault, O’Reilly 
has continued to deny the accusa-
tions. For all we know, he’s telling 
the truth. Tomorrow, someone 
could come forward with accusa-
tions about another journalist that 
may or may not be true.
If similar situations like this 
continue to happen, I’m going 
to worry about where I should 
be getting my news. I’ll be left to 
wonder who’s telling the truth and 
who’s lying. It’s something that 
I shouldn’t have to worry about 
whether or not every time I go on 
the Internet or watch the news 
what I’m reading or being told is 
true by the journalist. Thus, the 
entire news industry could lose 
credibility not only with me, but 
the entire country all together. 
With all the major events going 
on in the world today, it’s impor-
tant for journalists to be completely 
truthful when reporting. 
If there are any suspicious 
stories, there’s no doubt that of 
course the journalist and the 
story should both be investigated. 
However, I hope that just because 
one journalist is accused of false 
reporting it doesn’t mean that oth-
ers will follow.
Hayley Moore is a junior 
history and writing, rhetoric 
and technical communication 
double major. Contact Hayley 
at moorehe@dukes.jmu.edu.
6 Thursday,March 5, 2015 breezejmu.org OPINION
540.442.4496 • 1820 Putter Ct.
walk to class • on shuttle bus route • private beds & baths • fully furnished
fitness center • computer center • game room • social lounge with TV
all utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap) • pet friendly
fees, amenities & utilities included subject to change. see office for details. limited time only.
APPLY  ONL INE  @ STONE GATE HOUS ING .COM
SAVE  $150  WITH  REDUCED  FEES
TIME’S TICKING
F EWER  THAN  20  SPACE S
REMA IN ING  FOR  FA L L  20 1 5
S ECURE  YOUR  SPOT  TODAY
from page 5
I remember bringing her chil-
dren’s puzzles and coloring 
books to practice her coordina-
tion and also maybe have some 
fun. I remember making her 
laugh the day after her stroke. I 
remember it sounding the same.
I remember how she had to 
comfort my sister, Rachel, when 
she was convinced our mother 
was going to slur her speech and 
drool for the rest of her life.
“Rachel, I’m fine,” she would 
say over and over to my sobbing 
sister who skipped class and 
drove four hours from Radford 
University to be by her side for 
the weekend. Despite the slurred 
speech and drool, my mother 
maintained her maternal role by 
consoling her.
Sometimes, even the parental 
figures who need you to be their 
parents will still try to parent you. 
I think it’s just part of their iden-
tity at that point. They can’t hold 
a pen anymore but they’ll still 
make sure you know that your 
feelings are important and one 
day all your dreams will come 
true.
They’re still full of inspirational 
mumbo jumbo, even if they can’t 
say it loudly anymore.
You’re always lucky to have 
people in your life who want to 
take care of you. Whether it’s your 
parents, your friends or even your 
adviser. Appreciate them and 
appreciate those moments when 
you can give a little back to them 
for everything they’ve given you. 
None of this lasts forever.
Robyn Smith is a freshman 
media arts and design major. 
Contact Robyn at smith4rl@
dukes.jmu.edu.
LOSS |  ‘You’re always lucky 
to have people in your life 
who want to take care of you.’
recommendation(s) 
of the week
TV: “Justice League” (2001-03)
2 seasons (both on Netflix)
BRIANA ELLISON |  off topic
Among the 
reboots of old 
superhero clas-
sics, and past all 
the recent addi-
tions to the DC 
Universe (“Bat-
man: the Brave 
and the Bold” 
and “Young Justice”), is a staple show 
for DC fans in the 2000s. This show? 
“Justice League,” which aired from 
2001-03. 
It featured the core of the League 
(Superman, Batman, Wonder 
Woman, the Green Lantern and the 
Flash), as well as two lesser-known 
additions: Hawkgirl and Martian 
Manhunter (J’ohn J’ones).
The show, like the Justice League, 
is iconic. It gives each of the members 
their own backstory, gathered from 
pieces of their comic book lives. The 
episodes don’t include every player; 
after the first three, at least half of 
them are off on other assignments.
What makes “Justice League” so 
inherently good is the dedication 
it has to maintaining the charac-
ters’ original essence. Kevin Conroy, 
who voiced Batman in “Batman: The 
Animated Series,” “The New Batman 
Adventures” and “Batman Beyond” 
reprises his role in this series.
The ease with which the ani-
mated characters embody their 
namesakes is admirable. Super-
man is the goody-two-shoes, The 
Flash is hilariously arrogant, Won-
der Woman is the strong fighter and 
Green Lantern (John Stewart, not Hal 
Jordan) is guided by his moral com-
pass. Hawkgirl is the determined 
rookie and Martian Manhunter is 
the silent watcher. And, in all his 
glory, Batman is still the same intro-
verted avenger (at the end of the third 
episode, he tells everyone he isn’t a 
“people person”).
I remember waiting every week 
for the quasi-Baywatch intro and 
the funny animation of the open-
ing scene. There’s a reason “Justice 
League” is touted as one of the best 
animated series, and one of the best 
superhero alliances. Return to your 
childhood, and once you’re done 
continue with its follow-up, “Justice 
League Unlimited,” and dabble in 
“Young Justice.”
Movie: “Food, Inc.” (2008)
MATT D’ANGELO |  speaks for itself
Here at JMU, 
we’re blessed 
with the imme-
diacy of food at 
just about all 
hours. Whether 
morning, noon 
or night, each 
student has the 
opportunity to gorge themselves on 
the decadent spread produced by the 
“oh so” genuine JMU Dining Services.
However, what most students 
don’t consider is how our food is 
grown, packaged and processed 
before it arrives on our elegant, glossy 
black D-Hall plates.
In “Food, Inc.,” director Robert 
Kenner pulls back the curtain on the 
American food system and reveals 
some rather troubling facts. This doc-
umentary, while at times can be a bit 
unsettling, is very honest and does a 
great job at presenting our country’s 
current situation. 
By comparing the practices of 
big time “factory” food corpora-
tions and local organic growers, this 
film exposes alarming details with 
how Americas’ food is grown. It also 
highlights many different indus-
tries ranging from meatpacking to 
pesticides and proves to be an hon-
est voice in the corrupt firestorm of 
information surrounding where our 
food comes from.
What I find interesting about this 
documentary is the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s role in 
the farming process. This organiza-
tion, which serves to help regulate 
agriculture companies, has seem-
ingly joined food companies in their 
profit-driven malice. Kenner further 
exemplifies this by exposing the role 
of politics in this process and how it 
adds to the corruption of the factory 
food process.
Overall, this documentary can be 
a bit discouraging but has some great 
information about how politics can 
influence areas of our life that don’t 
necessarily pertain to things like 
health care and immigration. So, if 
you want to see how accurate “House 
of Cards” is at portraying government 
malice, check out “Food, Inc.”
HAYLEY MOORE |  historical nonfiction
WITCH HUNT
Accusations against Brian Williams and Bill 
O’Reilly shouldn’t create distrust in the media
Life
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Children practice reading out loud to therapy dogs, page 8
A beating passion
JMU Bhangra welcomes members of all backgrounds and talents
MARK OWEN / THE BREEZE
MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
JMU Bhangra competes annually against other collegiate clubs at state competitions such as Bhangra Beat, at the College of William & Mary.
By REBECCA JOSEPHSON
contributing writer
Feet bounce to traditional Indian music 
without pausing for a moment. The danc-
ers hop from one foot to the other, jumping 
up and down while moving their arms in 
synchronized motions. This is Bhangra per-
formed by the members of JMU’s Bhangra 
club. 
Bhangra is a very energetic and colorful 
dance. 
“Bhangra is like six straight minutes of full 
jumping and going back forth and looking 
happy while you do it,” senior biology major 
and club president Pritpal Saggu said.
A traditional northern Indian folk dance, 
Bhangra isn’t exactly new. It’s been per-
formed as a part of harvest celebrations in 
the Punjab region of India since as early as 
300 B.C. According to Saggu, the dance has 
grown as a U.S. team event in recent years.
Once someone gets involved and begins 
dancing, they won’t want to stop. 
“I think it is just a very addicting thing to 
do,” Meredith Santo, a junior graphic design 
major and historian and graphic designer 
for JMU Bhangra, said. “Once you come, you 
have to come again; you have to dance again.”
In recent years, collegiate teams and 
academies have grown from a deep-rooted 
passion for Bhangra in its country of origin: 
India. Many of these collegiate teams are 
centered in Virginia and New Jersey, accord-
ing to Saggu. These teams join together in 
competitions to share their love for the dance, 
which is not only a way to perform, but also 
a way to have fun.
JMU Bhangra has its own “competing” 
team which members are able to join based 
on their commitment to club practices.
Saggu noted that JMU Bhangra performs in 
costumes from India with a maximum of five 
males and five females at once. They perform 
on campus in addition to performing and 
competing at other schools around Virginia.
JMU Bhangra has been around since 2008, 
but the team started competing in 2011 dur-
ing Saggu’s freshman year. The team started 
off strong, placing at several competitions 
throughout the year. Dedicated members of 
this team practice around six hours a week, 
though Saggu finds these hours nice breaks 
in his busy schedule. Since JMU Bhangra 
started they have built the team up, taking 
first place at the Bhangra Beat competition 
this past November, an annual intercollegiate 
competition at the College of William & Mary.
With its awards and variety of perfor-
mances, it can be seen as surprising that 
many members of the club didn’t know how 
to dance until they joined. Though Saggu 
has been dancing for 16 years, Eryn Mann, a 
senior writing, rhetoric and technical com-
munication major and secretary of the club, 
has only been dancing for two years. 
“I went to Student Org Night last fall and 
was just collecting a ton of flyers and going 
to interest meetings and I came here and 
thought ‘This looks so cool,’” Mann said. 
Mann joined and was performing with the 
club within two months.
The team welcomes newcomers and 
makes it easy for them to join.
“At the beginning of every semester we 
have an interest meeting where we just go 
through all the basics,” Saggu said. “And then 
we start teaching choreography and then 
around the end of the semester is when we 
do more formations and performance based 
practices.” 
This inclusiveness is what members say 
makes the club stand out from other colle-
giate Bhangra clubs. 
“[In these clubs] there is no one that 
doesn’t know Bhangra and then learns,” 
Saggu said in reference to other collegiate 
clubs. These teams are almost all made up 
of members with Indian heritage. 
However, while at first JMU Bhangra had 
mostly Indian-American members, now the 
majority of the team isn’t of Indian heritage 
— a diversity Saggu is proud of. 
Next to the welcoming aspect of the club, 
members like the the exhausting nature of 
the dance, the fun they have while dancing 
and the variety of moves they can perform. 
“ You can always learn so many 
more moves and then so many dif-
ferent styles to every move so it never 
gets old,” said Shaolin Mosely, fresh-
man nursing major and club member.
CONTACT Rebecca Josephson 
at josephrc@dukes.jmu.edu.
Not exactly 
radioactive
Party on the block
Downtown Harrisonburg’s biannual Taste of Downtown offers restaurant deals to locals
By NICK RICHARDSON
contributing writer
Twice a year there’s an event 
in Harrisonburg where restau-
rants offer special deals in order 
to showcase some of the dining 
experiences and food choices 
available in the downtown culi-
nary district. This event is Taste 
of Downtown.
Harrisonburg’s Downtown 
Renaissance Director of Pro-
motions Kim Kirk explained 
that this year would feature two 
new restaurants in addition 
to the 21 that have previously 
participated. 
“The event began in 2008. 
[It] was the brainchild of Ann 
Marie Coe, co-owner of the 
Joshua Wilton House,” Kirk 
said. “She was familiar with 
the trend of restaurant weeks 
across the country and wanted 
to start a restaurant week here 
in Harrisonburg.”
Taste of Downtown began 
with only nine restaurants, all 
offering dinner specials, accord-
ing to Kirk. This year, the event 
has expanded to 23 restaurants, 
with five different categories of 
specials, including breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, weekend brunch, 
sweet treats and other eats. 
A major aspect of this event 
that has changed this year is 
student participation. There 
are traditionally two events, 
one held in March during spring 
break when students aren’t 
here, and one in August during 
the week of the county fair. 
“These are not typically weeks 
we get a lot of tourism in town, 
and so the main reason it was 
originally created was to give the 
restaurants a little boost during 
the slow weekends,” Chamber of 
Commerce’s President and CEO 
Frank Tamberrino said. 
With that being said, students 
still wanted to be able to partici-
pate in the occasion. 
“Some of the feedback that 
we have always gotten is that 
the students would love to be 
able to participate in this event 
as well, so instead of doing it in 
August we are going to change 
it and hold it in November this 
year, so the students will be able 
to participate,” Kirk said. 
According to Kirk, some 
restaurants will “create spe-
cial deals, so they will package 
things together on their menu, 
or they will create something 
new or fun they want to try on 
their menu, and get the pub-
lic’s feedback on their menu 
choices.”
Clementine Cafe is one of 
the restaurants participating in 
Taste of Downtown. It’s been 
participating since the event’s 
creation in 2004, but this year, 
the staff decided to change up 
their specials.
“This year we are mov-
ing toward more of a small 
plate tapas, to give people 
more of a lighter price, and 
show a little more variation of 
what we do,” Clementine chef
see TASTE, page 8
Imagine Dragons’ new album 
fails to wow like its first one
album review
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
Las Vegas has a reputation for being 
all glitz and glamour. Sure, lots of money 
comes out of the flashy city, but once you 
visit, you realize that it’s more tacky than 
anything. So it’s fitting that Imagine Drag-
ons comes out of 
Sin City.
Imagine Drag-
ons really blew up 
in 2012. Practical-
ly every song on 
the band’s debut 
a l b u m ,  “ N i g h t 
Visions,”  was a 
radio hit.  Heavy 
drums and claps accompanied the songs 
and each had a super catchy chorus. This 
seems to be the equation for successful 
alternative-pop right now. Proof lies in 
bands such as Mumford & Sons, Neon 
Trees and Of Monsters and Men. In fact, 
if you tune in to your city’s “alternative” 
radio station right now, there’s a good 
chance one of these artists will be playing. 
The common factor these bands share is 
their on-the-surface alternative sound. It’s 
the driving force of music festivals and the 
transcendent fun they try to inspire. 
This isn’t a high standard to meet and 
yet, Imagine Dragons misses it with its 
new album. The band’s Feb. 17 release, 
“Smoke and Mirrors,” is being touted as 
innovative and edgy but beneath the sur-
face gloss of change it’s following the same 
anthem pattern and catchy formula. This 
isn’t to say the music is bad; the album will 
surely dominate both alternative and Top 
40 radio stations like the last one did. Just 
don’t call it anything more than a radio 
hit-maker. 
The lead single, “I Bet My Life,” is full of 
the same claps that the band used to such 
good effect last time. Its folk-meets-rock 
sound could be mistaken for one of their 
past singles.  
“Friction” comes close to being truly 
innovative, with its Moroccan-sounding 
beats.  But it’s like the band didn’t want 
to fully commit to this different sound. It’s 
still supported by a heavy guitar influence, 
so what could’ve been a cool song gets 
bogged down in the monotony of another 
safe rock song.  
That’s too bad, because other bands 
have taken exotic paths to successful plac-
es. Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers stuck 
a sitar in “Don’t Come Around Here No 
More” and the song is still played on the 
radio 30 years later. George Harrison took 
a couple of lessons from Hindu music guru 
Ravi Shankar and the result was “Love You 
To.”  
These classic songs won’t soon sink 
into obscurity, but Imagine Dragons’ 
songs will.  There’s nothing past the sur-
face in this new album, only half-hearted 
attempts to delve deeper into the band’s 
potential talent. And why should the band 
members strive for anything more? They 
get constant radio play. They sell out con-
certs. They’ve already sold nearly 200,000 
copies of “Smoke and Mirrors.” By that 
logic, it would be unwise to diverge too 
much from the safe, popular music that 
has led to the band’s fame. But, like lead 
singer Dan Reynolds sings in “Gold,” the 
second track, “First comes the blessing of 
all that you’ve dreamed, but then comes 
the curses of diamonds and rings.” So 
perhaps the future holds something more 
substantial for Imagine Dragons after the 
Las Vegas-styled glitz rubs off.
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore 
media arts and design major. Contact 
Emmy at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.
Imagine Dragons
“Smoke 
and 
Mirrors”

Released Feb. 17
Heavy drums and claps 
accompanied the songs and 
each had a super catchy 
chorus. This seems to be 
the equation for successful 
alternative-pop right now.
 A chef makes pizza at Bella Luna, one of the 23 
restaurants that will be participating in Taste of Downtown.
8   Thursday, March 5, 2015  breezejmu.org LIFE
Local library program aims to help children improve reading skills through use of therapy dogs
Cuddling with a good book
By SAMANTHA D’ADDARIO
contributing writer
Several children crowd together on a couch cuddled up 
next to Gemma, a golden Labrador retriever. Some are hug-
ging Gemma tightly while others tell a story about a character 
digging for diamonds. The students pet Gemma and are in 
a very relaxed state while listening to their current reader. 
Gemma rolls over and gets close and comfortable with the 
kids —  she seems pretty relaxed, too. 
Cheryl Griffith, community relations manager at the 
Massanutten Regional Library in downtown Harrisonburg, 
welcomes children and their parents to experience an event 
they call “Dogs 2 Read 2,” which takes place every Thursday 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Children who are shy or nervous to read 
aloud may come in and read to therapy dogs or listen as vol-
unteers or their parents read to them as they sit with the dogs.
Denise Munro, the library’s youth services coordinator, 
supervises the event along with Bonnie Ayers, the dog han-
dler and volunteer. Munro and Ayers credit the creation of 
the program to Clare Eakin, a previous youth services coor-
dinator. Two dogs, Gemma and Baylor, alternate Thursdays 
to listen to the kids. 
Gemma is a dog with an impressive resume, which includes 
an ability to lead the blind in addition to a completed Therapy 
Dogs International test. Gemma is Ayers’ “Forever Pet,” which 
is simply a title for pets adopted from the Rockingham-Har-
risonburg Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
Gemma is laid back and loving — she never barks or growls. 
It’s evident that she enjoys the kids as much as the kids enjoy 
her. 
According to Munro, though the attendance varies, the pro-
gram has been in place since 2011. It also runs year-round, so 
kids can attend during the summer. 
”The environment is laid back and the [number] of chil-
dren [who] attend could be different on any given day,” Munro 
said. “[It] totally varies depending on the weather and all the 
other activities happening … There are days [when children 
are] waiting for [the dog] at the office door, and then there are 
days when Bonnie is walking up to kids going ‘Would you like 
to read to the dog?’”
While Munro supervises the children as they run up and 
down the aisles picking out stories, Ayers is busy reading to a 
group with Gemma, who sits on a red pleather couch. 
“It’s a positive environment,” Ayers said. “They’re always 
smiling. [Kids] love to be read to. Some of them, when they’re 
older, start to read but then they say ‘I’d rather you read to me.’” 
Munro said her favorite experiences have to be seeing the 
kids interact with the dogs. There are days when the kids are 
eagerly waiting at the office door for the dog to come out. 
It’s also common for children to bring treats or presents for 
the dog, especially when they remember that it’s the dog’s 
birthday. Some students miss seeing the dog at school, since 
the dogs do go into schools as well, so it motivates them to 
come into the library. 
“The whole point of a Dogs 2 Read 2 program is that the 
dog is not judgmental, the dog doesn’t correct you and say, 
‘Oh nope, go back you missed that word,’ or, ‘That’s how you 
say this word,’” Munro said. “The dog just lovingly accepts the 
attention and the fact that you’re reading and just gives that 
great moral support; that’s all positive.” 
The program is open to all children in the community.
 “Anyone is allowed to come in here; it doesn’t matter if 
you’re a student at a city school or a county school or a home-
schooled kid,” Munro said. 
With so many other activities kids could get involved 
in, some may wonder why they should participate. Munro 
believes that these dogs help the kids in a way that teach-
ers, parents, peers — humans, cannot. According to Munro, 
taking the constructive criticism and negative feedback out 
of the picture makes a world of a difference in developing a 
child’s reading skills. 
It’s not difficult to be a part of Dogs 2 Read 2.
“You just show up,” Munro said. “Show up at the library on 
the right day at the right time. People show up and they take 
turns. Sometimes I see people sitting all over the couches and 
they all just stay and listen.” 
According to Munro, Dogs 2 Read 2 also takes place at 
the North River branch of Massanutten Regional Library in 
Bridgewater with a different dog and handler. 
“For kids who are reluctant readers, for kids who are just 
developing their skills who need that extra positive enforce-
ment, this is a great experience,” Munro said.
CONTACT Samantha D’Addario at 
daddarsa@dukes.jmu.edu.
“... There are days [when children are] 
waiting for [the dog] at the office 
door, and then there are days when 
Bonnie is walking up to kids going 
‘Would you like to read to the dog?’”
Denise Munro
youth services coordinator at 
Massanutten Regional Library
DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREEZE
Local volunteer Bonnie Ayers and Gemma, a therapy dog, read to a local child during Thursday night’s meeting of Massanutten Regional Library’s “Dogs 2 Read 2” program.
TASTE | Event helps 
downtown restaurants 
expand customer base
from page 7
Matthew Nancy said. “A lot of the time in the past, we would just take some 
menu items and discount them for that period of time, and we have actu-
ally written a special menu for this week.”
Taste of Downtown brings attention to the restaurants in the downtown 
area by bringing out people who might not otherwise visit downtown.
“Taste of Downtown is done for a couple of reasons one, to increase 
awareness of the variety of restaurants and two, to give local residents the 
opportunity to taste new items,” Tamberrino said. 
The exposure gives restaurants the opportunity to try new things and 
draw in a different crowd of customers, according to Tamberrino. With that 
opportunity comes the potential for an increase in revenue and boost to 
the downtown community.
“We had new customers last year and they continue to come down after 
that, it’s great exposure for the downtown restaurants and it comes dur-
ing a slower period for us. I think it brings a whole new group of people 
downtown and we appreciate that,” Wade Luhn, owner of Bella Luna, a 
downtown pizzeria, said.
The event does much more however than just broadcast specials and 
attract new customers.
 “One of the reasons for the event, is to be able to highlight all 
of our downtown restaurants, but then to also celebrate the fact 
that we are a culinary district,” Kirk said. “This is a fairly new des-
ignation for us, we received it in January 2014. We were designated 
Virginia’s first culinary district and this event really highlights that.”
CONTACT Nick Richardson at richarnj@dukes.jmu.edu.
JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE
There are five categories that the 23 restaurants can choose from to base 
their deals off of — breakfast, lunch, dinner, brunch and desserts.
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Can’t Make it to Maryland?
Follow @theBreezesports on twitter for updates on JmU 
basketballs’ Caa tournaments over the next two weekends. 
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Dukes tackle pro day
Six JMu prospects showcase their talents in front of nFl scouts in efforts to earn a spot in the draft
By riChiE BozEk
The Breeze
The phone call on draft day is the dream of any 
National Football League prospect. 
The vigorous path to the NFL involves endless prep-
aration, workouts and displaying of talents in  front of 
scouts at events such as the NFL Scouting Combine and 
pro days.
JMU football hosted its 2015 pro day on Tuesday after-
noon at the Plecker Athletic Performance Center and 
Bridgeforth Stadium.
Many NCAA football programs hold a pro day on their 
campus on a date after the NFL Combine. This year the 
Combine, in which over 300 prospects from schools 
across the nation participated, took place from Feb. 17 
to 23 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
During pro days, NFL scouts are allowed at the 
university to watch prospects participate in various 
Combine events.
Dukes who took part in this year’s pro day were 2015 
All-Colonial Athletic Association First Team’s defen-
sive lineman Sage Harold and safety Dean Marlowe, 
All-CAA Second Team wide receiver Daniel Brown, 
All-CAA Third Team defensive lineman Brandon Lee 
and offensive lineman Eric Buchholz. JMU alumnus and 
two-time CAA Defensive Player of the Year linebacker 
Stephon Robertson (`14) also returned to Bridgeforth 
to participate in his second pro day.
Scouts from the Seattle Seahawks, Washington 
Redskins, Green Bay Packers, Pittsburgh Steelers, Phil-
adelphia Eagles and Miami Dolphins were among those 
in attendance Tuesday afternoon.
“Physically preparing, just pretty much doing every-
thing we were doing out there today,” Buchholz said of 
preparation for the pro day. “Just practicing and getting 
better, and working on your technique. Stuff like that.”
The day started inside the Plecker Center, where 
the prospects engaged in typical indoor events such 
as the broad jump, vertical jump and the 225-pound 
bench press. Due to the cold temperature and wind, 
the 20-yard shuttle and three-cone drill were also held 
inside.
This isn’t the first time Mother Nature has had her say 
in the pro day events. Last year’s pro day was cut in half 
due to unfavorable weather conditions and was limited 
to only indoor events. The Dukes to travel to the Uni-
versity of Richmond’s pro day for the outdoor events.
With conditions not as severe this year, the pros-
pects made their way on the field for the 40-yard dash 
and various positional drills. A number of dedicated 
teammates, family and friends stood in attendance 
supporting.
“The worst thing was battling with the cold outside 
because it cold real quick and then it started getting 
windy,” Robertson said. “For the most part though I 
think everybody had a great day today, especially in 
positional drills.”
Robertson has stayed active since participating in his 
first pro day a year ago. 
After falling short at tryouts for the Washington Red-
skins and Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and a stint in the 
Canadian Football League, he joined the roster of the 
Brooklyn Bolts in the semi-pro Fall Experimental Foot-
ball League (FXFL). When the FXFL season ended in 
November, Robertson went right back to training.  
“I felt like I enjoyed this year more than I did last year,” 
Robertson said, explaining how his numbers improved 
across the board. He was also glad to complete the whole 
pro day without having to travel to another location.
Since JMU’s season ended in November, Marlowe has 
also taken part in various events such as the East-West 
Shrine Game, a college all-star game in January, and the 
Combine just over a week ago.
During Tuesday’s pro day, Marlowe only participated 
in the broad jump, long jump and positional drills.
“I had exactly the same scores as I did in the Com-
bine, I didn’t lose, I didn’t improve,” Marlowe said. 
“Everything was how it went.”
In the Combine, Marlowe recorded a 114-inch broad 
jump, 33.5-inch vertical jump and ran a 4.58 second 
40-yard dash. 
With JMU’s pro day now in the rearview mirror, draft 
day is much closer. The prospects have different things 
on their agenda between now draft day, like maintain-
ing their physical shape.
“I’m going to be [at JMU] training with the strength 
coaches just continuing to stay in shape and work out 
and see what’s up next for me,” Marlowe said.
Another thing prospects will do is come in further 
contact with scouts.
“I’ll be marketing myself some more, calling a couple 
scouts telling them about my results today,” Robertson 
said. “[I’ll] see if I can get on a 90-man roster.”
The 2015 NFL Draft is scheduled from April 30 to 
May 2 in Chicago.
ContaCt Richie Bozek at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
Returning to the links 
JMU women’s golf aims to bounce back from rocky fall stint and swing to the top of the conference
By BEnnEtt Conlin
contributing writer
As the JMU community braces for winter 
storm Thor, the women’s golf team prepares 
to continue its spring season on an upcoming 
trip to Jacksonville, Florida, for the North Flor-
ida Invitational.
The team didn’t end its fall season on a 
high note, struggling with a 16th place finish 
out of 20 teams in the Palmetto Intercollegiate 
in October. Then the team teed off this spring 
season with a 14th place finish out of 15 teams 
in the Jacksonville University Amelia Island 
Collegiate last month.  
After head coach Sarah Sargent’s first semes-
ter at the helm of the program, she now expects 
improvement out of her team from its lacklus-
ter showings toward the end of the fall. 
“We had kind of a turning point and it was 
at the [UNCG Forest Oaks Fall Classic] tour-
nament [in September] where we were doing 
really well and then all of a sudden everybody 
played bad,” Sargent said. 
While the team may not have closed out the 
fall portion of the year as strongly as it hoped, 
the Dukes strongly believe that the guidance 
of Sargent will steer the team in the right 
direction.
“It’s definitely been a big change, a change 
for the better in my opinion,” senior Shab-
ril Brewer said about the coaching change. 
“Everyone was really excited for a new coach.”
Former coach Paul Gooden was in the posi-
tion for 15 years before retiring last spring. 
Even the younger players who never expe-
rienced playing for Gooden love playing for 
Sargent.
“Coach Sargent, she’s awesome,” freshman 
Laura Gomez-Ruiz said. “I enjoy practice it’s 
very easy going.”
Sargent understands that keeping practices 
light-hearted and fun will allow the players to 
avoid burning out before the season’s end.
“I try to keep it fun, I try to keep it light. We 
had a hula hoop contest one day and that was 
interesting. We do have it on video so if we ever 
need to bring out any blackmail we’re good,” 
Sargent joked. 
Despite the laid-back attitude of Sargent the 
Dukes understand that when they get down to 
business, they have an opportunity to be one of 
the best teams in the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion and contenders in all tournaments. 
“Definitely a win would be nice, we’re defi-
nitely capable of it,” Brewer said. “I think for 
me a nice, successful season would definitely 
be a win before I graduate.” 
Sargent also believes in the idea that JMU 
can be one of the better teams in the CAA.
“I would love it if we could finish in the top 
three in conference,” Sargent said. “I think that 
conference is really important in the grand 
scheme of JMU athletics. Winning would be the 
No. 1 goal, but realistically speaking, I think if 
we can get a top three finish I think that would 
be good.”
And Sargent doesn’t stop there. She also 
thinks the Dukes can be one of the best teams 
in the country. 
“I think the weather’s gonna be the biggest 
hindrance. We might have to some more inter-
national recruiting so they don’t actually know 
what they’re coming to,” Sargent teased while 
looking at Gomez-Ruiz, who is from Malaga, 
Spain. 
The Dukes also expect to use the season as a 
building block under the leadership of Sargent. 
Sargent enjoys the opportunities provided to 
her at JMU and wants to help the program get 
to the next level.
“JMU is a great place to be as a coach,” Sar-
gent said. “They are very supportive of their 
athletics and give you every opportunity to 
be good so we have no excuses.” 
ContaCt Bennett Conlin at 
conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
Safety Dean Marlowe was one of six Dukes to participate in the pro day on Tuesday afternoon. Marlowe also participated 
in the NFL Combine with over 300 other prospects from Feb. 17 to 23 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Senior Shabril Brewer and her teammates look to prove themselves to the rest of the CAA this season.
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MBB | Dukes set to take on Hofstra at 2:30 p.m. this Saturday in Baltimore
from front 
Andre Nation, Curry’s roommate and the only other junior on the 
team. Nation’s vocal and physical void left Curry with a choice.
“Everything that happened with our team, I could’ve taken own-
ership of the team like Coach Brady said or I could’ve stepped aside 
and let the season fall,” Curry said. 
Henceforth, Curry averaged 18-plus points per game in the 14 
games since Nation’s dismissal. 
“When certain things happen, you kind of have to take more 
responsibility,” Curry said. “You got to grow up at some point.”
While it’s doubtful Nation will make the trek to Baltimore for this 
weekend’s CAA tournament, according to Curry he’s been in the 
stands at every home game supporting his former team. 
“It’s big,” Curry said. “Regardless of whether he’s there or not, he 
always texts me of what he thinks I should do. That’s still like my 
brother. That’s the only thing I really see is me playing with ‘Dre, 
I’ve been playing with ‘Dre since my freshman year. It’s definitely 
different but I try not to think about it.”
No team has ever won the CAA tournament without a senior since 
at least 2000. Archived rosters proved troubling to locate past the 
turn of the millennium. 
“For our level, when you have seniors, you have a tremendous 
advantage,” Brady said. “We don’t have any seniors.”
A statistic of that nature may prove to be daunting to such a 
young team, but Hofstra University head coach Joe Mihalich sees 
it differently. 
“Depends on who your freshmen, sophomores and juniors are,” 
Mihalich said via phone Wednesday. “If they’re better than every-
one else’s seniors, they’re going to win the league.” 
The College of William & Mary’s Marcus Thornton, Northeastern’s 
Scott Eatherton and the University of North Carolina at Wilming-
ton’s Addison Spruill prove that seniors matter. They each had vast 
impacts on their respective teams which led them to be the top three 
seeds in the tournament just ahead of JMU. 
“I don’t feel like it’s going to be hard to win without a senior,” 
Curry said. “It’s just hard to win, period.” 
JMU, as the fourth seed, will face fifth-seeded Hofstra University 
(19-12, 10-8 CAA) for the second time in one week this Saturday. 
The Dukes finished their regular season on a high note last Satur-
day with an 82-73 victory over the Pride. They also own a 69-63 win 
at Hofstra back in January where the Dukes overcame a 14-point 
deficit in the second half. 
“For us we were fortunate,” Brady said. “We didn’t lose any games 
to the teams below us in the conference. We were fortunate to win 
all the close games we were in.” 
The 14-point deficit JMU overcame in Hempstead, New York, was 
a season high. Saturday, the Pride capitalized on five early second 
half turnovers to pull off a 20-4 run that nearly got them back into 
the ball game. 
“I don’t know if there’s anything good about it,” Mihalich said of 
the back-to-back matchup with JMU. “They beat us twice. We’re 
looking at everything.”
It’ll take a three-game season sweep of Hofstra for JMU to have life 
on semifinal Sunday. In 2013, the Dukes completed two three-game 
sweeps when they defeated William & Mary in the quarterfinals 
and the University of Delaware in the semifinals of the tournament. 
“It’s hard to beat teams multiple times,” sophomore guard Jack-
son Kent said. 
At 2:30 p.m. Saturday, it’ll be up to Curry to bestow some of that 
mojo he embraced his freshman year during the tournament. 
“That team played with so much passion and energy,” Curry said. 
“We knew every time we stepped on that court we were going to win. 
So that’s something we need to do this year, have that confidence 
and that oomph.”
From now until Saturday, Curry refuses to slow down. If anything, 
he wants more.
“It might sound backwards but I’m trying to get as many work-
outs in as I can,” he said. “I can be tired and prepared or tired and 
not prepared.”
The Dukes (19-12, 12-6 CAA) had momentum heading into the 
tournament in 2013, and they ran the tables. They were physical-
ly and emotionally depleted last season and barely competed in a 
quarterfinal loss to Towson University. This season, they have life 
and optimism. 
“I think there’s a combination,” Brady said. “You got to be 
older, you got to be healthy and you have to be a little lucky.” 
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt at proffittjs@gmail.com. 
from front 
undefeated in conference play this season, losing to Hofstra Uni-
versity 63-62 on Feb. 22. If it wasn’t for that loss, the Dukes could 
still find themselves as the only team in the conference in the AP 
Top 25 and USA Today Coaches polls. 
All that is to say that the bull’s-eye is squarely on JMU’s back, 
and as clear as ever. But that’s a position the team is used to. 
“Every team is going to come after us now,” redshirt senior cen-
ter Lauren Okafor said. “They’re going to come harder for us now 
being that it is tournament time and everybody wants a ring. So 
during this time, the teams that we’re expected to beat are defi-
nitely going to try to do anything in their power to beat us.” 
Besides the loss to Hofstra (18-11, 11-7 CAA), JMU had another 
close call at the University of Delaware on Sunday, coming back 
for a 74-71 win over the Blue Hens (13-16, 8-10 CAA). For a team 
that entered Wednesday’s game against Charleston outscoring 
opponents by a league-best 19.5 points in conference play, Brooks 
doesn’t expect to see blowouts in the tournament either.  
If anything, Brooks added, the Dukes’ games against Hofstra 
and Delaware prove that anything can happen on any given night. 
“I think we as a coaching staff, our fan base, sometimes you get 
spoiled,” Brooks said. “Every game’s not going to be a 35-point 
win. The other team is a good basketball team, they employ their 
coaches just like we are employed. They work hard just like we 
work hard.” 
As the top seed, JMU will see either No. 8 seed Towson Uni-
versity (10-20, 6-12 CAA) or No. 9 Charleston in the quarterfinals 
of the tournament next Friday. Towson almost beat the Dukes 
back in January, as JMU slid by with a 67-66 win behind two late 
free throws from junior guard Precious Hall. The Tigers also have 
the second-leading scorer in the CAA, redshirt senior forward 
LaTorri Hines-Allen. 
Brooks expects either of those matchups to be a battle. But 
since the Dukes won’t know exactly which team they’ll be playing 
until Towson and Charleston play on Thursday afternoon, he said 
they’re focusing more on themselves than the potential opponent. 
“It’s really hard to try to figure out what Towson’s going to do 
because you could be preparing for them, you could be wasting 
time,” Brooks said. “It’s really hard to figure out what Charleston’s 
going to do because you could be preparing for them, you could 
be wasting time.” 
One of the most important aspects of the next week will be rest 
and rehab. JMU finished the regular season with three games in 
six days. Brooks said he’s going to give the players a couple of days 
off before getting back on the court. 
JMU entered Wednesday leading the CAA with 76.3 points per 
game in conference play — about 10 points per game more than 
Elon University in second. So the Dukes will concentrate on the 
other side of things leading up to the tournament. 
“Defense wins championships,” Brooks said. “We’ll focus on 
the defensive end. I think offensively we’ve done some good 
things, fast break-wise. We just need to create our offense from 
our defense.” 
On offense, Brooks is hoping for some post production from 
his two seniors: Okafor and forward Toia Giggetts. 
“They need to really balance it out,” Brooks said. “You go into 
a foreign arena, a place that you haven’t played in all year, you 
don’t want to rely on jump shooting. You want to make sure you 
get closer, get easy opportunities around the basket.” 
The mentality and aim is going to be coming out hot in that 
first game on Friday. 
“We just talked about that in film, [about] sending a message to 
all the other teams,” Hall said. “Just coming out and doing what 
we know how to do and just executing well and getting ready for 
the next game and taking it one game at a time.” 
Brooks said he likes where his team is right now, and thinks its 
playing well enough to win a championship, though he knows 
another ring is not a given. When the curtain rises in Maryland 
next Friday, the quest will begin to take shape. 
“I expect to see our best,” Brooks said. “We understand we’re 
going to get everyone’s best, but one of the things we’ve been talk-
ing about is to make sure we give everyone our best. And if we do 
that, then I think everything else will take care of itself.”
JMU tips off at noon next Friday against Towson or Charles-
ton at the Show Place Arena in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. 
ContaCt Wayne Epps Jr. at breezesports@gmail.com. 
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Head coach Matt Brady said JMU was fortunate to win all the close games it played in conference this season. The Dukes play Hofstra on Saturday.
WBB | JmU to focus on defense in practice leading up to the tournament 
RIGHT Head coach Kenny Brooks writes some notes during Wednesday’s game against the College of Charleston. The Dukes won 107-58. LEFT Junior guard Precious Hall scored 22 points on Wednesday night. 
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End Unit 
Renovated 
Townhome 
@Camden-
Towns +View1000.pm
#571-258-7271
Apts for Rent
1-BR  Downtown,  Stainless
Appl iances ,  Hard  Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om
1-BR  Downtown,  Stainless
Appl iances ,  Hard  Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om
3-BR  2.5-BA  Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances, Fenced
Yard, http://www.castleprop-
erty.com 540-564-2659
Apts for Rent
End  Unit  Renovated  Town-
Home @CamdenTowns +View
$1000/month 571-258-7271
Pet Friendly,  1-3BR Proper-
t ies ,  Hard  Wood  Floors
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659
Homes for Rent
3-BR  2.5-BA  Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances, Fenced
Yard, http://www.castleprop-
erty.com 540-564-2659
Subscri e li e at breezejmu.org.
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869 B Port Republic Road • 540.438.3835
CAMPUSEDGEJMU.COM
Rates, fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change. 
NEW HARDWOOD-STYLE FLOORING & BLACK KITCHEN APPLIANCES
NEW EXTERIOR SIDING INCLUDED • NOW FULLY GATED
walk to class • private bedrooms • washer & dryer • fully furnished with leather-style furniture
FREE Gold’s Gym membership • all utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap)
RATES AS LOW AS
SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES
$339
